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Mexico: New Attornej General Cleaning House

Mexico's new Attorney General, Jorge Carpizo, is making significant personnel
changes within the Attorney General’s office (PGR)—Mexico’s lead counternarco-
tics agency—| [During an
early March news conference, Carpizo complained of numerous irregularities
ranging from missing files and property to police collusion with drug traffickers.
Carpizo said a backiog of more than 86,000 cases needed to be resolved, and he
also criticized the use of madrinas—unpaid police officers who are often used to
perform illegal acts such as torture and extortion, usually with the tacit approval of

their superiors. |
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